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I Executive Summary o T e ';'
a, Project Title: Reductlon oi Synthetic Pesticides and Fertllizers In l-'ive Cailiornla o

. Counties—The BIOS/ LFN Strategy » .
App!icant Name: Communlty Alllance wlth Family Farmers _~

v

. Pro]ect Description and Primary Blologlcal/Ecological Ob]ectlves

' Chcmrcal-bascd agnculmrc has been justifiably cited'as one of the primary contnbutors to thc dcclmc of

aquatxc species and habitats in California. ‘As the state’s leading organization advocating for sustainable -

agnculturc, the Commumry Alliance with: Famxly Farmers (CAFF) seeks to eliminate the need for rhcsc
chemicals, particularly organophiosphates, by promoting an agnculturc that works in harmony wrth natural

‘ procsscs and encourages thc creation of habitat’ for a rich dwcrsxty of spcacs e

CAFF opcratcs ™wo programs in. ﬁvc counties in the San ]oaqum and Sacramento vacrwatcrshcds that

K directly motivate farmers to reduce their use of synthctlc chemicals and adopt biological farming practices. The

Biologically Intcgmtcd ‘Orchard Systems (BIOS) progrim provxdcs technical information to farmers intcested in
dramatically reducing or climinating pcsncndc use. At the same time, our. Lxghthousc Farm Network. (LFN)

provides 4 forum for farmers to share experiences so they can conﬁdcntly proceed in the elimination. of toxic

chemicals. Ttis time to widen our sphere of influence to include many more farmers. ‘We ask CALFED to fund

B 'lthc contmucd cxpansnon of our technical assistance programs, BIOS and LFN in our ﬁvc targct counties.

Approach Taslcs and Schedules

CAFE will continue the collaborauvc, peet involvemenit approach that has bccn successful for BIOS and

: LFN since their i mccpuon in 1993. The tasks outlined in this proposal, however, will emphasize a.conversion
 focus in both programs, W are prepared to fnove out of the demonstration and tcchmquc development phase

and into a phase of facilitating a widespread conversion to biological farmmg strategies, Directly linking BIOS

- and LEN through the five tasks oudined in our proposal will involve intensive us¢ of media to reach.the broadcst :
" number of farmers and agriculrure profcsxonals in our target counties and in the larger agncultural community.

Wc propose a three-year program focused on almond growers but also r&chmg convcrmonal growers of othcr

: crops through LFN and our media '« mmpaxgn :

- de Justification for Project and Funding by CAI.FED

CALPED has made a $660,000 investment in the BIOS approach to farm managcmcnt Thxs investment

* has allowed CAFF 1o establish conclusively that BIOS methodologies for pesticide elimination actually work. -

But the next step, w:dcsptcad acceptance and application of biological techniques, must still be taken. CAFF 5.

- work will lcad to the massive rcducuon in’ aquatic habltat stessors from agﬂcultural sources.

'e. Budget Costs. and Third Pariy Impacts

Weare askmg CALFED for a total of $1,681,056 over thrcc years: $472 425 in year 1 $803 181 in ycar 2,

. and $405,450 i in'yéar 3. Reduction or elimination of the targeted chemicals will result in enhanced habitat fora-

large variety of aquatic species. . Inaddition, the general quality of the phys:cal environment for people will be

enhanced because of the greater diversity of species, the chmmanon of dangcrous chcmlcals from surface and

ground water-and clcancr air. : : o S
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B f -Appll}'caht' Q‘ua'li-ﬁcati'ons _7

e With ﬁm@iipg'from_; varicty of leading public am‘i__‘piivg;c ;pyigbmﬁcntﬂ o'réa'r'xiz.:litions,iindﬁdih'g CALFED. l :
" CAFF has been operating avariery of fatmer-support programs for the last twenty years. In recent years. CAFE R
‘has been -rc¢9gnizc_d for-6ur environmental work through BIQS"ind LEN. Our staff and volunteers have been *

" participants in some of the major alternarive farming initiatives in.the state of California. With over-30 : .
professionals on staff, CAFF has consistently led the farming community in promoting and adopting sustainable . <

* practices, and we enjoy excellent working relationships with institutions such as United States Department of° ‘
" Agriculture, University of California Cooperative Extension; the United States Environmental Protection Agency:  * -

- and many-others. -

g Mqhitori}ié and Data Evaluation .~ .. L
o CAFF will ;x;'gég'c"th'g California Iﬁﬁtit\;tq for Rural Studxes (CIRS) to'monitor tcdﬁcdons 'i'n'pc‘;_gicidé use in.
“the subject counties. The Stare of California will pro_vidc the pesticide use reporting dara base for the counties,.

‘and readings will be taken at the beginning, during and at the end of the project time period. Grower surveys and '
other media-based rclsca:ch“l:cghniq{xcs will also be ggdféﬁ_dgc’:ume”ri;‘ps; feducdon. Tl o

CObjectives oL U
. . CAFF has'%’pér‘i;‘ the last four y&rsiwim‘ii'ng the cépﬁdcncé'and "suppor;:éf local fafmc;s, farin‘ofgz{x’_iiﬁz(a'tidns.

- (incl'udir{g the Farm Bureau), local community leaders and elected officials, and a wide variety of state agency e
personriel in the target countics. Many of these people have p;rticipatcd in LEN meetings as.speakers and i_p'é L q :

~h. Lol Support/CoordinatonwlthotherPrograms/Compatlbilitywith CALFED - -

- _var'i'c.:y;df BIOS farm tours and events. The success of BIOS :a_x,ld:simi}‘a;'p:ogmm‘s‘ have resulted in 4 reassessment N
of the assumiptions of chemical agriculeure. Support-of this program will ptomote CALFED’s ecological

" . restotation objectives and the regeneration of our precious water and habitat resources.
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